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John Dowe ll and Cynthia Miller’s collection of essays, Horrif ic Humor and the Moment of Droll Grimness in Cinema: Sidesplitt ing sLaughter, 
is one of the finest examinations of the horror genre published in the past decade . The theory of the intersection of horror and humor in 
popular film is transcendenta l in its profundity. For the scholar of film or for the genera l reader who loves to watch horror films, the book 
absolute ly deserves a place on your she lf. 

— Gary Hoppenstand, Michigan State University 
 

Only recently the Bulletin of the Atomic Scient ists moved the Doomsday Clock to two-and-a-ha lf minutes to midnight, the closest it’s been 
to hera lding a man-made globa l catastrophe since 1953. Our popular culture abounds with dark and sardonic narratives, with stories and 
fictions that osc illate uncannily between the shock ing perspectives of literary rea lism and the uncontrollable emotions that erupt in laughter, 
leaving us with the uncomfortable rea lization we find what is horrifying is simultaneously humorous and enjoyable . Here Dowe ll and Miller 
have collected a semina l series of essays that explores the typology and mechanics of that dark underside of popular culture that we love 
to laugh at from the comfort of our post-truth rea lity. If the rea l function of humor is in speak ing the truth to power, then this volume offers 
insight into the critica l import of popular culture in a ll our contemporary lives; sLaughter speaks a truth of the human condition!  

— Steve Webley, Staffordshire University 

ABOUT THE BOOK 
Horrif ic Humor and the Moment of Droll Grimness in C inema : Sidesplitt ing sLaughter presents the f irst focused look a t the moment in 
audience recept ion where screams and laughter collide . John A. Dowe ll and Cynthia J. M iller bring toge ther twe lve essays from an 
interna t iona l collect ion of authors across the disc iplines. The volume begins with an examina t ion of the aesthe t ics and mechanics of the 
sLaughter moment, then moves c loser to look a t the impact of its awkward frission of humor and horror on the individua l viewer, and 
f ina lly, broadens its lens to explore sLaughter’s implica t ions for the human condit ion more genera lly. The chapters discuss such box 
off ice hits such as A C lockwork Orange (1971), F argo (1996), The Dark Knight (2008), and The Cabin in the Woods (2012), as we ll as 
cult c lassics such as The Toxic Avenger (1984) and Dead Snow (2009). 

Horrif ic Humor and the Moment of Droll Grimness in C inema will be of grea t interest to scholars of both humor and horror, as 
we ll as to those work ing in recept ion studies and fans of cult c inema . 
ABOUT THE AUTHORS 
John A. Dowell is an independent scholar. He is also the Technology Specialist for Michigan State University's Neighborhood Student Success 
Collaborative.  
Cynthia J. Miller is senior faculty at Emerson College's Institute for the Liberal Arts and Interdisciplinary Studies.    
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